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 We walked along a track through open 
country dotted with lakes, at an altitude of 
about 1100 metres. We were lucky that the 
weather was good, as it was to be for most 
of the walk, as walking on this high and 
exposed plateau would be very unpleasant in 
the cold, wet weather which is common in 
the area. 
 Late in the afternoon we camped at the 
northern end of the southernmost of the 
Talleh Lagoons. 
 The next day (Monday), we walked 
south in open country, sometimes on tracks, 
until we met the track which descends 
through wooded country to Hut Number 5 
near Lake Antimony. In this wooded country 
we needed the track. 
 We then followed a vague track in open 
country past Lake Silver to Lake Sally, 
where we stopped for lunch. Some of us, 
including myself, chose a bad place to cross 

a creek and had problems with mud. Jayne became stuck 
and was helped out by Paul. 
 More walking, mostly in open country, took us to a 
good campsite about a kilometre past Lake Solveig. It 
was flat and grassy, and sheltered by trees. 
 It rained during the evening and night, but the sun 
came out the next morning (Tuesday) and we had good 
weather for the rest of the walk. We did a day walk to 
Lake Ball, then along a track through the forest on the 
northern side of the lake, then down to the beautiful Lake 
Adelaide. After lunch we returned to the campsite by the 
same route. 
 The following day (Wednesday), we walked to Lake 
Ball, then followed a track to Dixon’s Kingdom Hut. This 
is an old wooden hut which is no longer used, and has 

 For a long time I had wanted to go to the Walls of 
Jerusalem National Park in Tasmania. For various reasons 
I had not been able to make it to other people’s walks 
there, so I decided to lead a walk myself. 
 There are several routes into the area. The easiest 
route starts at the main car park, which is at the north-
western end and is about a kilometre from the Mersey 
Forest Road, and follow the main track. There are routes 
from the north, there is a route which joins the Overland 
Track to the south-west and there is a route from Lake 
Ada in the south-east. I planned a route from Lake Ada to 
the Walls of Jerusalem area and out to the main car park. 
This was a medium-grade route which, with some side 
trips, would take us to some interesting places including, 
of course, the Walls area. 
 Some of us had problems with our fuel 
containers at Sydney Airport - complying 
with the written instructions is not 
necessarily good enough. There was another 
problem when we were being driven from 
Launceston to Lake Ada. We expected Paul 
McCann to meet us in Deloraine, but the bus 
company had apparently forgotten to pick 
him up at the ferry terminal in Devonport. 
Fortunately our driver, Lee of Tiger 
Wilderness Tours, offered to go there and 
pick him up. 
 We arrived at Lake Ada and had lunch 
before setting off. There were twelve of us: 
Lyn Elsinger, David Springthorpe, Paul 
McCann, Jan & Margaret Mohandas, 
Marianne Kristensen, Meg McKone, Jayne 
Daniels, Duncan Cross, George Quinn, 
Graeme Hunter and myself. It was Sunday 2 
March, 2008. 
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Dixon surveys his Kingdom outside Dixons Kingdom Hut.  The prominent 
mountain in the background is unnamed on the map 
(Photo: David Springthorpe). 

 

 

 Lyn Elsinger arrives back at the campsite upstream of Lake Solveig after the 
group’s daywalk to Lake Adelaide and return (Photo: Alan Dixon). 
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 The next day (Friday) we avoided the rough 
route to Ephraims Gate by following a track up the 
Valley of Hinom to the main track at Jaffa Gate.  
We dropped our packs there and took the track up 
Mount Jerusalem (1,459 metres).  Of course there 
were great views from the top. 
 Back at Jaffa Gate we had lunch.  Then we 
walked along the main track past Dixon’s 
Kingdom Hut to Damascus Gate.  Does Dixon’s 
Kingdom really belong in an area where 
everything else is named after the Holy Land? I 
say “yes”! Some of us walked up The Temple 
(1,446 metres) and admired the views.   
 Graeme went off from the top of The Temple 
and found the ruins of Temple Hut.  These ruins 
are not shown on the latest map so, if you want to 
see them, follow a grid bearing of 19 degrees for 
about 400 metres from the top.  If you have a GPS, 
the coordinates are East 04 42350 and North 53 
69750 on the Walls of Jerusalem map. 

 On returning from The Temple, we followed the 
Main track to the official campsite at Wild Dog Creek.  
Most of us camped on the wooden platforms. 
 The next day (Saturday) we walked out along the 
main track to the main car park.  We had lunch there, then 
were picked up by Mark of Tiger Wilderness Tours. 
 On the way back to Launceston we stopped for 
afternoon tea at the Deloraine Deli.  This was most 
welcome! Paul stayed in Deloraine, and went to a few 
national parks in the following week, while the rest of us 
returned to Launceston. 
 I was very glad to have been to the Walls of 
Jerusalem, and would recommend it to anyone. 
 (view extra photos on page 13 - Editor). 

been preserved. 
 After an early lunch we walked to Damascus Gate (in 
this national park “gate” means saddle). We were now in 
the Walls of Jerusalem area, which is the most popular 
part of the park, and we were on the main track. Much of 
this track is a walkway, similar to the Coast Track in the 
Royal National Park. 
 We dropped our packs and walked up a track to 
Solomons Throne (about 1450 metres). We saw 
mountains in every direction, including a few familiar 
ones like Barn Bluff. 
 After returning to our packs we followed the main 
track downhill, then walked across country past the Pool 
of Bethesda and the Pool of Siloam to Ephraims Gate. We 
descended to Zion Vale by following a track which was 
often vague. It was a rough route, which we would 
deliberately avoid on the way out two days later. 
 We found a good campsite on the ridge just 
south of Lake Sidon. 
 The next morning (Thursday) most of us went 
on a day walk. In Zion Vale me met ‘Kirsty’ who 
had become lost, and had camped there for the 
night. She had accidentally got off the main track 
and onto a minor track on the way in from the 
main car park. I told her the way out, and she 
walked with us for a few kilometres until our 
routes diverged at George Howes Lake. When she 
got back to the car park she left a note for us. 
  We had lunch beside Tiger Lake. The weather 
was warm and some of us went for a swim, but 
Duncan was the only one brave enough to stay in 
the cold water for long. 
 That evening, back at the campsite, we made 
an apple cake for dessert.  As usual, it was a group 
effort, with four billies for the cake and one for the 
custard. 
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Mossy bank near the end of Lake Ball on the track to Lake Adelaide 
(Photo: David Springthorpe). 

 

Solomons Throne from the track through Damascus Gate.  The track to 
the top climbs directly up then sidles around the base of the cliff on the 

left to a gully which can just be sighted (Photo: David Springthorpe). 

 

 


